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Breaking gender barriers 


Comic book store owner is paving the way for geek girls everywhere 
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Now deep thoughts 
... with Conestoga College 

Random questions answered by random students 

What is the worst thing about 
hockey being back? 



"Watching It all the time 
on highlights instead of 
other sports, because 
Canada focuses so much 
on hockey." 



Smile Co 


next respondent! 
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Struggling to survive - one day at a time 

Homeless man never thought he would be in his situation 


This is the first of a five-part 


HefterShelter 

fflai A LOOK AT HOMELESSNESS IN WATERLOO REGION 


The current monthly shel- 
ter allowance from Ontario 
Works for a single person is 
$376. 


mg is two-pronged. 

“Completely blaming social 
policy, I think, is a bit mis- 
guided," she says. “But at the 
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The Region of Waterloo will help fund projects that 
benefit the community by protecting and 
enhancing our natural environment. 

Priority will be given to projects that: 

® Conserve and enhance ecologically significant natural features; 

Reduce greenhouse gases, air pollutants, energy usage, and/or waste; 
;?i Promote environmentally sustainable actions and behaviours; or 
Research environmental issues important to the Region. 
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Distractions have become 
the norm in our society 
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Woman shares her 
eating disorder story 


A sad truth about today': 
generation of women is tha 
t would be difficult 


o find 

cure about her weight or body 
image. What's more, accord- 
ing to a study by Statistics 
Canada, the majority of 
females who have a - nega- 
tive body image are between 
the ages of 11 and 15. But 
as National Eating Disorder 

(Feb. 3-9), there are brave 
survivors who feel compelled 
to share their stories about 
this potentially deadly mental 
health issue. 

Natalie Lawson, for exam- 
ple, overcame anorexia ner- 


father, the 
ketball tear 
hard on her. 

'1 knew t 
he just wai 
to the best i 
he would al 


taurant o 


it the ti 



and feel 
to help other women find the 

Lawson, who is a 26-year- 

in Waterloo, was blessed with 
athletic talent when she was 
in middle school. She was an 

player and played on both 
teams in her hometown of 
Thornhill, Ont. While her par- 

passion for sports, Lawson 
said they always put pressure 
on her to stay in shape. Her 


ready and willing to help stu- 
dents with their personal and 
professional Issues, including 
eating disorders. 


when her soccer coach final- 
ly became concerned with 
her gaunt appearance and 


^-Whe^m. 
parents’ eyes open to the si 


I would 

t the age of 14, Lawson 
ighed 120 lbs. and start- 
to feel like she needed to 


calorie intake by giving away 
the majority of her lunches at 
school, eating only the fruits 
and vegetables that her moth- 


S, “Mym 


ned,” she 

hied and kept tell- 
ing me how sorry she was for 

literally skin and bones." 
doctor and a psychologist and 

She went to support groups 
with other teen girls who 
were trying to find stable 
relationships with not only 
i their body 


"There 


ship with her daughter, 
at this point,” she said. 

16, she was down to a fragile 
105 lbs. and still felt like she 
wasn’t thin enough. People 
around her were beginning 

and some even questioned her 
about it. Although she knows 
how horrible it was, she felt 


is well, 
is a lot of shame a 

al problem,” she s 
lirls need to knot 
a way to get out 


Ee a counsellor in Counselling 
ervices, located in Rm. 1AI01 
t the Doon campus. 


New year brings new trends 




The first of January marks 



new year, shopping malls 

pre-holiday shopping sea- 
son, as people are in search 
of the trendiest clothes. 

Some stores are still offer- 
ing Boxing Day sales on mer- 
chandise leftover from 2012, 
which, as Waterloo resident 
Daniella Machado said, 
gives people a good incen- 
tive to go back to the mall so 
soon after Christmas. 

“It’s a good time to shop, 
because you can still get the 
same merchandise on sale 


that you could during the 
height of Boxing Day mad- 
ness,” she said. 

So what exactly are the 
trends to be looking for in 
2013? 

Jessica Meneses, a 21 -year- 
old fashion design student 
from Ryerson University, 
said ruffles are the No. 1 
trend to watch for. 

"Towards the end of the 
winter season, ruffles are 
going to be all the rage,” 
she said. “Frilly necklines 
and flounced skirts will be 

Also topping the list, con- 
trasting looks, such as black 
and white, clashing prints, 
and over-the-top embellish- 

"Prints are already a huge 


hit,” she said, “but combining 
them in an outfit, like wear- 
ing stripes and floral, will be 
the new challenge for trend- 
setters. Designers will try to 
outdo each other on the run- 
way and the public will try 
and copy that eccentric style.” 

Machado's 19-year-old 
daughter and self-proclaimed 
fashionista, Lauren, said that 
now is the best time to start 
looking for upcoming trends, 

"All the stores are restock- 
ing for the beginning of the 

“They have brand new 
designs and different styles 
and colours. If you want to 

ular clothes for this year, 
now is the time to start 
browsing.” 


ON-CAMPUS 
r J CHIROPRACTOR 

, r', jjj Covered by CSI Health Plan 

HEALTH SERVICES 

748-5220 Ext. 3679 


Join our.... 

Performance 

Anxiety Group 

Do You... 

*' Blank out on tests? 

V Feel anxious when public speaking? 

Think your work has to be perfect? • 

v Fear making mistakes or being embarrassed? 



To register send your timetable... 

- To COUNSELLING SERVICES. 1A101 

- Online counsellinareception@conestooac.on.ca 

... By January 17th, 2013 

beginning the week of January 21st, 2013. 
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Changing all the rules 


♦ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Amy Chop started work- 
ing at The Dragon almost 12 
years ago and is currently the 
store manager. 

Over the past decade, Amy 
said she has developed a 
strong relationship with 
the customers and products 
in the store, something she 
takes great pride in. Sharing 
Jennifer's passion for the 
business, Amy said she appre- 
ciates Jennifer's high stan- 
dards when it comes to the 
quality of work she demands 
of her staff and herself. 

“My first impression of Jenn 
was that I had found a woman 
1 could look up to in the comic 
book world," she said. “She has 

to find in myself, she breaks 
moulds and defies cliches in a 
business that thrives on them.” 

Jennifer met her husband 
Robert at the Hyatt hotel 
bar at San Diego Comic 
Con in July 2006. The bar 
had turned into a meeting 
place for Canadians during 
the convention and mutual 
friend Kevin Boyd, owner of 
the Comic Book Lounge in 
Toronto, introduced the two. 


{{She breaks moulds 
and defies cliches in a 
business that thrives on 
them. W 
- Amy Chop 


Robert said in the 16 years 
since his wife opened the 
store business is better than 
ever despite the challenges 
of operating in a smaller city 
like Guelph. 

"Jennifer and the store 
itself are leaders in the com- 
ics industry, not just local- 
ly but on a national and 
international level,” he said. 
“Guelph has a real jewel 
located downtown, and it’s 
due to a lot of hard work, 
vision and Jenn’s passion for 
this community." 


Robert said the store owes 
a lot of its success to great 
customers as well as a great 
leader who has achieved a 
fun, family-friendly and judg- 
ment-free space for all of the 

“I’m very proud of Jenn," he 
said. “It takes a very special 
person to achieve all of this, 
along with a great support net- 
work of friends and staff. We 
take a lot of pride in making 
The Dragon the best it can be.” 

Despite being comman- 

involving the family business, 
Robert said he sees his wife as 
an inspiration. 

“I know no person who is more 
dedicated or works harder,” he 
said. “Jenn juggles so many 
tasks that she is passionate 
about, all with a baby and basi- 
cally running our household. 
I’m very lucky to have her." 

Even with women becoming 
more involved in geek culture, 
Jennifer said the comic book 
industry still has a long way 

At a panel featuring the cre- 
ators of AMC TV show The 
Walking Dead at San Diego 
Comic Con, the retailers were 
asked what kind of merchan- 
dise they wanted to see. After 
one store owner mentioned 
a need for more T-shirts in 
women’s sizes, Jennifer's 
interest was piqued only to be 
disappointed by his additional 
suggestion of more women - 
friendly designs such as “I 
heart zombies." 

“It was ridiculous. Women like 
zombies. They want a shirt with 
gore and guts on it," she said. 

This is the type of stereo- 
typing Jennifer said she 
wants to stop. 

“There’s this weird stigma 
that women are into very spe- 
cific things and they should 
only go in that one direction,” 
she said. "I want my store to 
be a place where every person 
who walks through the door 

age or their gender. None of 
that matters." 

For more information on 
The Dragon, visit www.the- 
dragonweb.com.' 



Jennifer Haines' store, The Dragon, was awarded the 2012 Will Eisner Spirit of Comics Retailer 
Award, an honour it shared with a comic book store in Madrid, Spain. 



THE DRAGON'S TOP 20 
COMICS OF 2012 


1. The Walking Dead, Vol.l 

2. The Walking Dead, Vol. 16 

3. The Walking Dead, Vol. 17 

4. Adventure Time, Vol. 1 

5. The Walking Dead, Vol. 2 

7. Underwater Welder 

8. Amulet, Vol, 5 

9. Avatar the Last Airbenden 
The Promise, Vol. 1 

10. The Walking Dead 
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A Guelph couple takes advantage of a snowy winter day to skate hand-in-hand at the Market Square 
outdoor rink. 



SNOWY 

SKATING 

PHOTOS BY LINDSAY TESSIER 
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Career and 
Employment 
Resources 


Walk safe in your city 



Careerlnsight Workshop 


Please Note: mis Is NOT a resume and/or Job search tv 

Registration is required via MyCareer, 

Degree & Graduate Studies Fair 

January 21: 9am - 2pm, Doon Atrium 


University Planning Workshop 

January 21: 12-1 pm, Doon 2A111 
January 24: 12-1 pm, Cambridge A2101 


Resume, Cover Letter & Job Fair 
Success Workshop 

January 22: 2:30 - 4 pm, Doon 2A1 11 
January 23: 


We’re on Campus 
Conestoga College 

Degree and Graduate Studies Fair 

Monday, January 21st, 2013 

Doon Campus, Student Life Centre 
10 am to 1 pm 

lifc-M ©Colfegl 

905-735-2211 ext 7784 Canada 


Phil Mihaly, a Cambridge 
resident, said he enjoys walk- 


guy the main thing 


Although men generally feel 
less threatened walking alone 


Walk Safe to help students 
feel safer around campus at 
night. It is available at Doors 

10:45 p.m., from September 
to April, excluding holidays. 

More information on Walk 
Safe can be found online at 
conestogac.on.ca/security/ 
tips, by calling 519-748- 
5220, ext. 3357, or by vis- 
iting Room 2B10-6 across 
from the library at the Doon 


Please give. 

HEART& 
STROKE 

FOUNDATION 

Finding answers. For life. 





The cold truth about winter tires 


Drive safe this winter 


will be making the roads slip- 
pery and harder to drive on. 
Learning how to drive safely 



driving Bkills and vehicli 
Secondly, slow down. Driving 
according to the weather con- 
dition is one of the smartest 
things you can do. Lastly, stay 

know how to properly handle 
your vehicle in all weather 
conditions. 

Properly controlling your 


especially in cases where 
you’re stranded in a remote 
location. Some items to include 
in the kit are: an ice scraper or 
snow brush, a small-folding 
shovel, sand or road salt (or 
cat litter), a rope or chain for 
towing, booster cables, a cell- 
phone charger, road flares or 
; lights, gas line anti- 
LED flashlights and 


couple of blankets, 
a Bwiss army knife, matches, 
candles and non-perishable 


Tarantino strikes again 


into the middle of an intersec- 
tion or four-way stop. When 
approaching a red light or 
stop sign, braking earlier 
than you normally would is 
always a good idea. 

If the ' 


d you go lx 


skid, yi 


ontrol of ; 
vehicle as soon as possible. 
Once you're in the skid, steer- 
ing into the direction of the 
skid can help stop you. Tc 
accomplish this, 


and dried fruits. 

Tibbitts, a former 
York Region Transit driver, 
said, “You have to make sure 
all your windows and mir- 

before you go anywhere. In 

visibility is important." 

Tibbitts also said to slow 
down and look at the traffic 
that is farther ahead. 

“With no doubt, other driv- 
ers may get irritated then 
decide to go around you and 
speed ahead, if you’re not 
going the speed limit, even in 
the winter. But that's reckless 
because of how slippery roads 
get in the winter," she said, 
ip- “Let them go ahead, it’s safer 


Quentin Tarantino is a 
legend for writing and direct- 
ing clever, witty, original 
and extremely gory movies. 
His most recent film, Django 
Unchained, released in the- 
atres Dec. 25, is no different. 
Pulp Fiction and Inglorious 
Basterds are his most suc- 
cessful films but are now 

petition. 

Django Unchained is a 


blood bath accurately depicts 
what black people suffered 
through. 

The film is about a freed . 
slave, Django (Jamie Foxx), 
who assists white bounty 
hunter Dr. King Shultz 
(Christoph Waltz) in tracking 
down criminals. After becom- 
ing a bounty hunter himself 
and getting revenge on slave 
owners, Django wants to 
rescue his wife Broomhilda 
(Kerry Washington) from 

Calvin Candie (Leonardo 
DiCaprio). Dr. King Shultz , 
and Django begin their mis- 
sion to find her, almost get- 
ting killed several times 

Tarantino stvle). The remain- 
der of the film is packed full 
of suspense as you watch the 
fate of Django unfold. 

Foxx delivers a stellar per- 
formance, showing the audi- 


Movie ft^jew 



since he played the iconic 
Ray Charles in Ray back in 
2004. Waltz’s performance 
is just as brilliant as it was 
in Inglorious Basterds. He 

himself worthy of 
me of Tarantino's 
regulars along with Samuel 
L. Jackson, who also stars 
in the film as the despicable 
house slave, Stephen. It goes 
without saying that DiCaprio 
is fantastic as well. All four 
actors make the film as real 
as it can get. 

As for the directing and 
the behind-the-scenes work, 
impeccable. Tarantino and 

period remarkably well. The 
costumes, soundtrack, screen- 
play, set designs (and it’s safe 
to say everything else) are 

One word of warning, how- 
ever. The “N” word is used 
110 times in the film causing 


tors are slaves. Stolen from 
Africa. I will honour them.” 
Despite the negative back- 
lash, Django Unchained won 
over audiences internation- 
ally. 

As of Jan. 6, the film was 
estimated to have earned 
$106.4 million at the box 
office and is on track to 

grossing film. It earned $20.8 
million opening weekend 
and the No. 2 spot after 
The Hobbit: An Unexpected 
Journey. 


able as it is to hear i 
extensively, it is real 
Tarantino’s fearlessr 


Well-known director Spike 
Lee criticized the film on 
Twitter saying, “American 


Oacai 


is for 


Django Unchained hi 
as though it has a fighting 
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On the road to Memphis 
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